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I, Lydia Dunn, first entered St. Paul’s Convent School when I was 10 and I left after F6 to go to America. 
I spent the whole of my secondary years as a boarder at St. Paul’s, and those days were the happiest days 
of my life. The boarding school was quite small and I rather think that altogether there were no more 
than 30 students. Some of the friends I made at that time are still my friends today and still keep in 
touch. I was a boarder until Form 4, and then continued my studies as a day student for my last 2 years.

I remember my boarding days very well. We always had games and after school we had tea together. We 
then had a study period, which was followed by dinner. In the mornings we went to Mass and it was all 
just one great big family with the Sisters looking after everyone.

You must remember that in the 1950s things 
were very different from today. There was 
no  television. Neither were there computer 
games. We talked to each other, played with 
each other and confided in each other. It was 
marvelous. In fact I met an old friend just 
the other day… Mary Liu. It was as though 
we were right back in boarding school again. 
You don’t feel the age, you don’t feel the gap 
of having been away from each other for 60 
years and I must confess to feeling a little 
bit of envy for those students who are now 
enjoying their lives at St. Paul’s.

My St. Paul’s days influenced me a lot. I believe that a person’s most formative years are those of her 
early teens, and I spent all my teen years at St. Paul’s. Apart from giving me a practical grounding 
in subjects like Mathematics, English, History, Geography and preparing me for tertiary education,  
school was also important in the development of my personal values. I have been very lucky in my life 
for all the opportunities I’ve had and I have made something of a success of myself in both business 
and public service. It doesn’t matter what career you go into. It doesn’t matter whether you are in public 
service, politics or charity work because the values are the same. The traits that help people in any 
kind of working environment are a sense of responsibility, discipline, loyalty, willingness to work hard, 
teamwork and the ability to get along with people. St. Paul’s whole environment shaped me and gave 
me this important set of values, and I’ve always tried to live by them. For this I am, and always will be, 
truly grateful that I went to St. Paul’s.

I have so many fond memories of the spirit and the camaraderie between everyone at the school, 
teachers and students alike. All my memories are happy ones. I converted to Catholicism when I was at 
St. Paul’s and the moment of that afternoon is still very vivid in my mind.

May I take this opportunity to wish Sr. Margaret, 
everyone at St. Paul’s and all the alumni a very happy 
anniversary, and I want to say how sorry I am that I 
simply cannot reschedule my appointments to take 
part on this occasion. I think it will all be wonderful, 
and to hear that so many people are coming back 
from all over the world makes me feel the strength 
and the values of the school once again. I also regret 
to say that I shall miss the celebratory dinner but you 
will all be very much in my thoughts. I wish St. Paul’s 
continued success and I will make sure that I will 
visit my alma mater next time I come to Hong Kong.
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