
  
     
It gave us great pleasure to meet with the Ho Sisters; Pansy, Daisy and Maisy. The three ladies were 
delighted to share their stories with us about their time in SPCS and were more than happy to give 
a few words of wisdom to their fellow Paulinians.

Our first question was a typical interview question, “Why 
SPCS?”. To Pansy this had actually been her question back at 
her primary interview, although then it had also been part 
of a critical decision making process…. for her as a 6-year 
old! She remembered that the interview had been a thorough 
investigation of her views and character, and that at the end of 
it all, she had been confirmed in her belief that SPCS was the 
place where she really wanted to go. She could already see that 
interactive discussions with the teachers at SPCS would bring 
her the intellectual inspiration that she looked for.

Maisy agreed with this presence of inspiration and said that she felt that 
her academic work was more about this, and never just about getting a 
grade. She felt a real sense of achievement in both Home Economics and 
French and still remembered her favourite teacher, Sister Paula. Pansy 
also had fond memories of a teacher despite actually struggling with the 
subject - Chinese. Ms Lam, the Chinese teacher, was very strict, and Pansy 
had to work hard to achieve. To give an example she recalled that this was 
when all students had to use Chinese calligraphy ink brushes to write their 
answers in the exam! The students called Ms Lam ‘Old Lam’ in fondness 
because although they found her subject difficult she nevertheless managed 
to interest them all in Chinese history and culture. Pansy remembered one  
time when the whole form ‘collaborated’ in the actual exam room in order 
to pass ‘Old Lam’s’ exam. It was a triumph of ingenuity and team spirit, 
and was probably done with the best of intentions.

Besides the academic work all the sisters participated fully in the many extra-curricular activities 
offered by the school, and all these were fully demonstrated in the large number of tie pins they 
were awarded over the years. There were pins for debate, music, drama and netball. Both Pansy and 
Daisy were Girl Guides but Daisy was more into athletics, representing SPCS in the swimming, 
athletics and netball teams.

All the Ho sisters had countless fond memories of SPCS which have stood the test of time. From the 
anxiety caused by the uncertainty of being promoted to the secondary section, to the winning of 
an inter-school competition, it was as if all these events had happened to them just yesterday. Their 
recollections of getting a grand slam for the school or discovering something about the world, or 
themselves, for the very first time were both vivid and touching.

The Ho sisters wanted to end the interview with a remark aimed at all Paulinians today. They wished 
to say that SPCS, being a far-sighted educational institute, had given them all an unprecedented 
opportunity to learn in diversity and be nurtured as top, independent women, embracing friendship 
at all opportunities and fearlessly facing challenges when necessary. In celebrating SPCS’s 160th 
Anniversary, they hoped that this unwavering culture would continue to be passed on and that 
SPCS will continue to foster more Paulinians to serve and benefit society in the years to come.
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