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This year, 2015, St. Paul’s Convent School is celebrating its 160th Anniversary. One hundred and sixty 
years!! What a milestone! Let us think for a while about the very beginning of our school. What made 
the young French Catholic nuns from Chartres, France (I think there were four of them) come to Hong 
Kong? It was soon after the British occupied the island. They must have had a long and difficult journey 
in their sailing ships. Just imagine how they must have felt. Most probably they started by taking care 
of the poor and sick, looking after the orphans and old people. They also taught young children, but 
what did they  teach? Their principal goal was to bring the Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Hong 
Kong and to let the people know about the goodness of God. After all these years did they succeed? 
Well, I must say, the religious order “Saint Paul de Chartres” did more than succeed. Now there are two 
hospitals, three secondary school, two primary schools, two nurseries, a kindergarten and a beautiful 
chapel open for all.

I started my school life at St. Paul’s Convent School before the Japanese War and spent 11 years there 
as a boarder. There were not many boarders or indeed pupils. We used to get up very early and attend 
Mass every morning and the nuns were rather strict. Most of them came from different countries, 
such as France, Ireland and the Philippines, but there were also a few Chinese nuns from Hong Kong. 
Everyone spoke English.

After 1950, the School changed a lot. It was no longer a boarding school and the number of Chinese 
pupils grew. I have many happy memories of the School at this time. We learned to respect everyone, 
and to always try to help and understand others. We were told to always put our talents to good use.

After my studies to be a teacher and my study abroad in Paris, I returned to Hong Kong to teach at St. 
Paul’s Convent School. Sister Rose Mary was the headmistress at this time. The great change came in 
September, 1962, when the School was obliged to take pupils from government primary schools. It was 
the first time that the School had pupils whose knowledge of the English language was limited. Sister 
Rose Mary asked me to take the class (Form 1D) to which these pupils were allocated. I accepted the 
request. It was hard work. I did a lot of thinking and had to prepare lessons carefully. I wanted to make 
English pronunciation and grammar interesting. I had to expand their vocabulary, which was indeed 
a challenge. Perhaps I managed to give those pupils the necessary tools to equip them for their future 
jobs. It was a pity that I did not see them graduate because I left in August 1963 for further studies in 
Paris.

Now, I live in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. I have a Chinese School, which I started in 1980. All I have 
accomplished is due to my formation in St. Paul’s Convent School. The nuns and teachers taught me 
to think, to be independent and to make good use of the gifts that we receive from God. Through my 
education I also learned to be flexible, understanding and not to be afraid to face problems.

In these 160 years, St. Paul’s Convent School has seen 
thousands and thousands of students passing through 
its doors. Some of them have been very successful. 
They live in all parts of the world. No matter what 
the future brings us, as Paulinians, we are capable of 
facing those problems because we have been fortunate 
to have been nurtured by the good teaching of our 
School.


