
 

 

 

Shorthand: My Fond Memory of the Commercial Section 

 

Shorthand is a method of simplified symbolic writing which aims at increasing the writing speed of a 

language. The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand was a student’s best companion in 

Shorthand classes in the 1970s. Although the invention of recording devices eclipsed the popularity 

of Shorthand nowadays, this dictionary brings us back in time to the Commercial Section of St. Paul’s 

Convent School in the past century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology has always been an academic interest in St. Paul’s Convent School ever since Sr. Beatrice 

introduced the first Typewriting class in 1913. During Sr. Marie du Sacre Coeur’s tenure as the 

Principal of the Commercial Section, Shorthand and Correspondence were also included in the 

curriculum. Opened to students with a minimum of Form 5 qualification, enrollment in this one-year 

commercial and secretarial course, which continued to operate until 1992, was extremely popular 

and competitive. Successful applicants acquired valuable skills and received excellent training who, 

upon completion, were offered great positions in offices. In fact, the Commercial Section enjoyed 

such a good reputation that local employers left their contacts with Sr. Marie so that she could send 

her girls for interviews.  
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The Pitman Dictionary of English and 

Shorthand by Isaac Pitman, 1974 

 

 

 

A sample page with 

Shorthand writing from the dictionary 

 



 

 

 

 

Classes of 1973 (Commercial Section) 


