Maria Lui
1972, F5

Alumna of Commercial Section, St. Paul’s Convent School

Shorthand: My Fond Memory of the Commercial Section

Shorthand is a method of simplified symbolic writing which aims at increasing the writing speed of a
language. The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand was a student’s best companion in
Shorthand classes in the 1970s. Although the invention of recording devices eclipsed the popularity
of Shorthand nowadays, this dictionary brings us back in time to the Commercial Section of St. Paul’s

Convent School in the past century.

The Pitman Dictionary of English and A sample page with

Shorthand by Isaac Pitman, 1974 Shorthand writing from the dictionary

Technology has always been an academic interest in St. Paul’s Convent School ever since Sr. Beatrice
introduced the first Typewriting class in 1913. During Sr. Marie du Sacre Coeur’s tenure as the
Principal of the Commercial Section, Shorthand and Correspondence were also included in the
curriculum. Opened to students with a minimum of Form 5 qualification, enroliment in this one-year
commercial and secretarial course, which continued to operate until 1992, was extremely popular
and competitive. Successful applicants acquired valuable skills and received excellent training who,
upon completion, were offered great positions in offices. In fact, the Commercial Section enjoyed
such a good reputation that local employers left their contacts with Sr. Marie so that she could send

her girls for interviews.



eed»ro r»oxmIITo0

AM.

V.~.~“”‘~mw N saps e et S e

At s Rgw

Som R Posks Y Dass ME Ly Chg Mo Concaptan, Ramatag Sham, Selens LU, Marpes Ohs
Scpha Wong Aiorrs Oovia, Lty Than,  Agees

It Mee Saihy Waag Lly Yok, Vagieing Chan, Falumg Al Atgeetng COheung Ane W Createne
Cheng. Arsy Lo, Shadly Rhas, Uants Mam, Dbt Bates, Mara Ta

rd Bow Berthe Maw Arges Parg Dlasteth Blsers e Jeng Tlase Lowng e Yang, Avgeis Warg
Betty Fan. Mot Lok Jalty

Poanl Moes lrane Chas. Viads Lam VD SE S0 0 Agees Pang Mawy e Rmsien Ling. Catarve Ohvra
Maoeine Chang Lans Ches

pe»ro r»o0o3amni00

_.1[ U- 1—\I.ilij«u—i£—\é !——-

AM. 2

S Mare S Sere Casr, Praciawm NV el s M B Valean

Al s g

Bath Somy Lty Ten, Beity Chen Dusolvy Maw Makn Fung Fiose Ol Tvd N0 Auivwy Baw Ade e
Moo Oevta, Tormaa %o, Char Yo Vieer Lom Lias Nean Lr WA Vopea Famance

e R Peen Tasn Barters Lopes Angeis Mo Catnarins Yeumg, Lary Fu. Vime Kasn, frws martsam
Outun Nan. Pnte Lowng Emre o, Pasiiow Ohang, T L

g Boes Thirey Mo Dane Chen, Sacna Lae, Palricis Teog Adare O, Lrds Ous Cacika Mg, Faney
Veung Corstew Mamon, Ange Len. Masmes Sersathn. Ay Lam, Saits Porg, Some K Ny

Preat Bomi Mary Lovmg Teress Owet Mapiret Souss, Ohvies Fang Sefane Ma Agres Kean, Nerias Cheng
Arra Wang Mgy Chan, Nancy Wy Mame L Wisse Ol

Classes of 1973 (Commercial Section)



